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8 CEN E Gilgdl. 


WI. as I am with years, by dewy night 
I've toiled down to Gilgal. Wicked men 
Work many a good man woe. I muſt pro- 
; nounce | | 

On Saul the rigid ſentence; then away 

To Bethlehem, and find in Jeſſe's houſe 

A worthier man to fit on Iſrael's throne. 


That Saul! abandon'd ! impious!— Here he comes. 
B _ 


2 THE CORONATION 


Enter S A UL. 


SAUL. 


Hail ! holy ſeer! be thou for ever bleſt! 
My arms have proſper'd : the * command 
I fully have perform'd. 


SAMUEL. 


Why do I hear 
That noiſe of d flocks and in herds? 


SAUL. 


Theſe, prophet, are the prime their paſtures yield. 
The people kept them to abſolve their vows 
Of large oblations for a ſafe return : 
But all the reſt we utterly deſtroy d. 


SAMUEL. 

Bur hear me, San} .. 1 
| SAUL. 
| / Moſt reverently.——Say on. 1 
5 SAMUEL. 6 


When very low waſt thou in thine own bein, T 
Thee heav'n exalted to be Iſrael's king; 
And ſent thee forth, enjoining ſtria command 
Io extirpate that ſinful race of men, 


Incapable 


OF DAVID. po 


Incapable of penitence and grace; 

To ſpare none living, .neither beaſt nor ſpoil, 
But make their fate a terror and diſmay, | 
In fins o'erwhelm'd, left their nefarious ways 
Shou'd ſpread contagion wide among mankind, 
Thou ſhould'ſt have been as thunder from the arm 
Of dread Omnipotence, which flames along 
Devouring air, and rending ponderous rocks, 
Which roots the hills, and to the center ſtrikes 
Trembling and diſſolution; neither ſtays, 
Nor errs its courſe, till all its taſk be done: 
The ſame was thy commiſſion, and thy might 
Invincible. Why didſt thou diſobey? 


AU 5 


I have obey'd, and gone as I was ſent; 
The land's deftroy*d : but only of the ſpoil _ 
They ſav'd the choiceſt to abſolve their vows. 


SAMUEL. 


Saul, thou art falſe !—alas! too common cafe! 
Av'rice and popularity with thee 
Were weightier motives than the will of heav*n. 
Thus always hypocrites diſguiſe their crimes, 
And plead religion for offending God. 
Obedience ev'ry ſacrifice excels, 
Whole clouds of incenſe, and ten thouſand rams. 
The pow'r thou haſt rejected, thee rejects 
From being king of Iſrael. 


„ SAUL | 
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s A U 1. 


o, my fins! 
I pray thee pardon, and with me return 
To plead my penitence before the throne 
Tremendous of Eternal Majeſty, 
My heart's all tenderneſs ! —1 never yet, 
Without commiſſion to. avenge their ſins, 
Oppreſs d the orphan, forc'd the widow's tear, 
Or made ths virgin weep her loyer lain. 


SAMUEL 


Seek not to me! the injury's not mine, 

Suppoſe no, orphan ſtarves, no widow weeps, 

No doleful ſigh heaves beauty's flow'ry breaſt, 

Thro? thy devices——difingenuous plea! = 

Is not falſe mercy cruelty to thoſe 4 

Who merit metcy ? Nay, to thoſe, who, ſpar, 

Accumulate damnation more and more ? 

To puniſh mortals often there is caule ; 

Heav'n told thee ſo: but what can heav'n have done 

From thee, ingrate ! to merit this affront ? 

Why now diſſemble? Merit can it be 

Tn criminals, ſurcharg'd with groſſeſt crimes, | 

To be untouched wich a lighter = ſlain? ? 

Would Levi's ſons pronounce a leper clean, 3 

Becauſe a finger or a foot were ſound? 

Why ſo diſſemble? Does thy wicked heart 

Forget the beam of God's all- ſeeing eye? 

When thou, for ſpoil, didſt Godhead diſobey, 

Fir higher than the higheſt pow'rs on earth, * 
: Rep y 


Thy mean deſigns beheld, and were diſpleas'd : 
That hour, the pitying angels in the ſkies 

Bluſh'd at the ſight; and, bluſhing, turn'd aſide ; 
Then ſilent ſtood, indignant and amaz'd, 
Wond'ring thy bold and baſe ingratitude. 


SAUL, 


O while I live! for pity's ſake return 
To pay my vows, and make me till rever'd 
Among the elders in the council-gate ! 
O let the people own me ſtill their king ! 
I do confeſs my folly and my fin! 
Ido repent ! then let me find thy grace! 


SAMUEL 


What duty will permit, I freely yield. 
But providence this day the kingdom rends 
From thee and. from thy houſe for evermore: 
A worthier ſhall poſſeſs it.—Fare thee well! 


[ Exit Samuel, 
SAUL. 
Nay, prophet! I adjure thee! let me ſpeak ! 
[ Exit Saul, 


SCENE 
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SCEN E changes to a Grove near 
Carmel. 


Enter David and Shepherds. 
DAVID (Singing to the Harp.) 


Be. ill, ſporting flocks ] lowly filent obey ! 

O liſten, ye careleſs come home, ye that fray ! 
Tour ſhepherd be calls, who your bunger ſupplies 
By day and by night, ever watchful bis eyes. 

O' the vales and the mountains be gently does lead 
To paſtures of health, where you joyfully feed : 
There ſuffers bis lambs unmoleſtad to rove 

By rivers of pleaſure, and fountains of love. 

The fimple be warneth, when danger appears 1 
The weak in bis boſom be tenderly rears | 

And ſupports, as be flowly condutts ber along, 
The beavy-pac'd female, that's laden with young, 
The bleod-thirſfly wolf is both cunning and bold 
But bis angry voice frights the wolf from the fold. 
The bear and the lion, he cruſhes their jaws, 

And reſcues the prey from their mercileſs paws. 

| Nor this for your welfare your ſhepherd diſdains : 
© Be grateful, ye flocks ! and compenſate his pains, 
From his fold or bis paſtures ner careleſly firay ; 
But love your good ſhepherd, bis calling obey, 
The wanton, the wand'ring, forgetful poor ſheep, 
The teolf may deſiroy, or a fall from a ſleep. 

"Tis ſafeſt and bappieſt to feed and to lie 


Mot far from bis fide, nor from under his eye. 


1 4 


OF DAVID. 7 


A SHEPHERD VN to the Harp. 


See ! ſee ! the lovely roſy morn 

Diffuſe prolific beams 

O'er flow'ry meadows, ſpringing corn, 

And painted filver ſtreams 1 

While rove the flocks o'er bill and dale, 

With herb luxuriant ſpread 1 

And blooming foreſts to the gale 

Delicious odors ſhed, 

Methinks again fair Eden grows, 

Her ſcenes and pleaſures dawn, 

As at ereation's birth ſhe roſe, 

When firſt the day: ſpring ſhone. 

See / love and pleaſure now preſide, 

Great nature's chief delight / 

All ſeem to boaſt immortal pride, 

And hope eternal light. 

O pow'r immenſe ! that flill ſupplies, 

Alt wwiſdom's vaſt expence, 

Glories, that human thought ſurprize, 

But why recall them bence ? 

Has innocence ſuch charms with thee ? 

For ber is all this coft ? 

When man profan'd thy ſacred tree, 

She fled, —The world was loft. 

Yes | - innocency God admires, 

Where er ſhe deigns to dwell, 

His preſence happineſs inſpires ; 
If akſent ſbe—"tis bell, 


: 


THE CORONATION 
i lovely viſions (for no more 
Subſtantial good I call) - 
Sweer innocence diſdains our ſhore, 
Then periſh muſt ye all. 8 
*Tis but a gleam of grace heſtotos 
This bloom on life decay l- 
As tranſient meteors, or the roſe, 
All flouriſh, and all fade. 
Soon death ſhall force the painful hgh, 
And load the mournful bier 
To beauty ſhut the charmed ge, 
To melody the ear. p 
Low wrapt in ballow'd mould ſhall keep 
The ſwain, forgot his lay. 
No boſom beave, no eye- lid weep ! | 5 
i a e 5 


Enter to them a G ha, 
3, SHEPHERD. 

"Peace! grace xo Jes fon! hi 
Se... DAVID 
OM _ 
. ERA p 3 


Ft is the moon: the be miſs aſcend 
Above the lofty hills, and ether he 

; root ts. ER ee 
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* 


OF DAVID. 9 


DAVID. 

Indulgent heav'n anticipates our hopes. 
The ſeaſon's fine, the flocks are briſk and ftrong; 
Come tarry here, (there's paſture fot us all) 
And ſong ſhall ſpeed the lazy wing of time. 
Here's my companion at the harp and voice, 
On any theme, your ſkilfulleſt ſhall try. 
The victor's prize * be a milk-white lamb. 


SHEPHERD. 


Well-natur'd ſwain Ho joyfully at morn 

Our meeting flocks ſociety renew 
See ! from the foreſts meet the ſilver doves, 
In airy mazes wheeling oh the wing, 
Or ſportive cooing on the ſhady bough. 
What heart ſo ſavage can reſiſt the charm 
Of ſocial pleaſure, or refuſe the joy 
Of ſimple friendſhip, eaſy, pure, and true ? 
By pride, ſuſpicion, enmity, and hate, 
On ſinful earth how much of Heav'n is loſt? +» + » 
How great a fiend is folly to itſelf! . | 
For no- where fit, but ill abodes of hell, 
Where all is endleſs miſchief, endleſs woe. 
To me thy free beneyolency ſounds 
Ten times far ſweeter than the fineſt ſong, 

Near echoing tabor, pip'd in ſober eve, 

Wich utmoſt ſkill of moſt melodious ſwaĩn. 

My heart cen Tprings with raviſhment, ſo touch'd 
With kind "pee and thy look — 


* * 
4 
* s. o 
. a * | | 
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24 SHEPHERD. 


Nay, we intended to enjoy to-day, - 
The pleaſant company of Jeſſe's fon: 
In one our equal, but ſo much eſteem'd, 
So much ſuperior by intrinſic worth, 

We count it favor, and we court it too, 
Intrude not lightly, nor abruptly part. 
DAVID. 

Good ſhepherds, thank you. Let our happy ſtrife 
Be who ſhall moſt in probity excel, 
In arts, that profit or embelliſh man. 

To ſpeak affection, words are vain and weak; 
And argue, that the ſpeaker doubrs himſelf 
His boaſted title to the right he claims : 
Undoubted titles never need defence. 

Sincere affection, like the ſolar glow 

Eſſential to its cauſe, divinely ſhines 

In ev'ry action; and unconſcious ſeems 

Of that felicity which it beſtows ; 

So fill'd with that, which giving it receives. 
Come ! let us ceaſe. Few compliments are beg. 
Chooſe your companion, and begin the ſong. 


if SHEPHERD. 


I take the challenge: muſic be the theme. [ Sings. 
Muſic, tune thy filver firings ! 
Notes melodious gently roll ! 


Softly, ſoftly, wwake the ſoul, 
' Awake her ſympathetic ſprings! 


4 Slow 


* 


OF DAVID. 


Slow and tender, ſweet and ſbrill, 
With pleas'd and mild attention fill : 
Strong and bolder twben they grow, 
We feel the boſom beat and glow ; 
Jay, joy through all the nerves rebounds, 
Which dance and thrill to charming ſounds. 
Pleaſure, like the virgins breaſt, 
Fond and chaſte, and ſoft and gay, 
Inſpires the paſſions of the bleſt, 
And chaſes ruder thaxghts away. 
Virtue lifts ber brow ſerene : 
Chearful peace and raptur d love 
Agorn the bright inchanting ſcene, 
As on a feſtive day above. 
Away ! far bence away! prophane ! 
Defile not muſic's purer breath: 
Your ſtill may gratify the vain, 
And cbear the odious ways of death. 
Think not joy to you confin'd ; 
Brutes poſſeſs @ brutal mind: 
To ſordid natures filth is ſweet ; 
So folly goes with fools for wit : 
Ravens admire the croaking voice; 
The meaner taſte, the meaner choice. 
But — happier natures, mov'd by finer ſprings, 
(Like weaned lambs, that nicely feed 
On choiceſt herbs, in freſheſt mead ; 
Or bees, that ſip the blooming thyme) 


Enjoy a reliſh more ſublime, p 


Which pureſt pleaſure brings, 
Away, auſtere ! whoſe peeviſh pride, 
Another”s pleaſure can't abide; 

C 2 
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= THE CORONATION 
With ſpite and cenſure like to burſt, 
With baſe ill. nature greatly curſt; 
Leaſt virtuous, when ye moſt pretend 
To act and ſpeak as virtues friend, 
Be mine the pleafing ſocial road 
Thro' nature's flowrieft paths to God. 
With modeſt awe Tl cull each feveet, * 
And ſpread my thanks before his feet. 


DAVID's SHEPHERD fing, to the Harp. 


When firſt the mild orient, from mountain-top ſeen, 
Strews heaven with roſes, beſpangles the green, 

The ſhepherd bis rural employment renews; 

From his cott, ſee ! bis footſteps have bruſtd off the dews, 
His call wakes the village, his fold open ſtands; 

His ſnowy-fleec'd innocents whiten the lands. 

Tn air, the wing d ſongſters mix d voices employ ; 

The groves are melodious, the fields laugh with joy. 


The gleſſy-bloom'd flow'rets depaſtur d with bees, 


All bums around Carmel, and trills the ſoft breeze, 
His mellow pipe tunes, and the hollow vale fills 
With muſic, wwhich echo prolongs in the hills. 
He ſooths bis own boſom, and vents to the air 

The paſſion be ſhames to reveal to the fair : 

And thus if bis ſhepherdeſs ſcornful appears, 

He fleals to the heart, while be pleaſes ber ears, 
The maids of the village attentive fland ſtill, 


Forgotten the milk-pail, the diftaff, and wheel , 


All panting and ſigbing, the ſhepherd's notes roll 
de tunefully tenderly firong on the foul, 


pe @ 

k 
4 
2 14 


In plealurt's pomps, and gay reſorts, 
'Tis muſic's pow'rful ſong 
Diſpels the artificial cares of courts, 
And all the pale-ey'd throng. 
Je, enraptur d joy ſpe brings, 
And blameleſs joy inſpires ; 
Love quivers round on purple wings, 
And all the ſocial grand deſires. _ 
Without ber briſk inſpiring airs, 
The ſplendid ſcenes would fade ; 
Ev'n pleaſure languiſh with fantaſtic cares, 
And ſig bing droop her ornamented bead. 
When to the ſacred dome we go, 
And tread with decent rev rence hallow'd ground 
Like ſome good angels voice the ſolemn organs blow, 
4nd waft our ſouls to heav'n amid the ſound. 
Holy gratitude and love 
Holy as the flames above, 
From pure ſeraphic fires ; 
- Riſe, from ev'ry boſom riſe, 
A grateful incenſe to the ſkies, 
While muſic's breath inſpires. 
Myſterious pow'r of tuneful ſound ! 
Thyſelf a proof of what thou telPft abroad! © 
What ear ſo dull hath heard thee, and not found 
In thee the good, the wiſe, the pow on Gd? 


DAVID, 


Well have ye fag —80 excellently well, 
1 know not in whoſe favor to decide. | 
Sce yonder on the height an ancient ſwain 
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Stood liſt ning all the while: he well can judge. 
Let him be arbiter. Come! come along. 


SHEPHERD. 


Agreed to that. Pl ſtand by his award. 
RR K Exeunt omnes. 


8 CEN E changes to Jeſſe's Houſe in 


Enter SAMUEL. and JESSE. 
SAMUEL. 


Good Jeſſe, peace Glad tidings I diſcloſe. 
I come this day, to ſingle from thy ſons 
A king of Iſrael. 


JESSE. 


— + — „ — — 


19 What, is my houſe, my anceſtors or ſons 
9 To be ſo honor d? a 


SAMUEL. 


It is heav'n's high will. 
Send therefore quickly : make thy ſons attend. 


JESSE. 
Go, call my ſons. . [To @ Servant. 
| Let's ſee whom gracious heav'n 
Ordains 


OF DAVID. 5 
Ordains a king. This incident ſo ſtrange, 
I firmly, yet amazedly, believe. 
Who may diſtruſt the prophet of the Lord ? 


SAMUEL. 


Jeſſe, thou know'ſt the human paſſions riſe 
Like clouds and meteors in the void of heav'n, 
To darken and delude the judgment's eye. 
Sometimes a gloom o'ercaſts the mournful ſoul ; 
Heav'n ſeems to frown the hotrors of deſpair, 
If hope into its hollow boſom ſhines, 

The cloud of grief diſplays the painted bow 
Of conſolation, beautifying woe. 

Now gaudy nothings, like the grandeur worn 
Of times in autumn by refulgent eve, 
Incumber fancy for one pompous hour 
Then all diffolve in dews, or elſe condenſe 
To boiſterous ſtorms, and hurricanes, and fires. 
The night of ignorance, with vapor groſs, 

Is made more dark; with folly's dancing lights 
It ſhews more hideous. Like this curſed ſky 
The ſinful ſoul is ne er without a cloud: 

But like the God (who fits our natural ſtate 
Unto our moral, which we chooſe ourſelves) 
We ſhou'd exert free-will to clear our view, 
And ſtand diſpos'd to know and act aright ; 
Diſpos'd to credit whatſoever comes 

Propos'd with proper ſignatures of God : 

*Tis due ſubmiſſion to that awful pow'r, 

Whoſe counſels muſt be holy, good, and wiſe, 
And far beyond the feeble ſenſe of man. 
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TO REASON RIGHTLY IS GOD's GREAT 
_ COMMAND. 
An honeſt ſcrutiny into his ways, 
Requires He, at the peril of our ſouls, 
Not clearing thoſe, devoutly who offend. 
He gives men ſenſe and means to reaſon right. 
In doubtful junctures, what appears his will 
Muſt be preferr'd. Obedience is bur vile, 
Without a ready, pure, and willing mind. 
Thus, though ſurprize and want of proper uſe 
To think on God, and what becomes his pow'r, 
His grace, his wiſdom, ſtagger'd thy belief, 
Thy pious will ſubmits, and thou'rt approv'd. 
1 Es E. 

What gracious words ! indeed, reſembling heav'n, 
Both ſweet and awful. Dark and frail am I, 
Much needing light, encouragement, and aid, 
To waken fancy from delirious dreams, 

To ſenſe of God's authority and love; 

To nerve my efforts to repair my faults, 

And make me ſerious for my real good. | 

O ſeer! I'm thankful to that heav'nly grace, 

Whoſe care of me is greater than mine own. 
Here come my ſons. | | 


Pine Enter SONS. 
SAMUEL. 


Alas! the choſen man 
Is none of theſe. Are all thy children here? 
O7 ' JESSE. 


OF DAVID. 


JESSE: 


I There yet remains the youngeſt. In the field 
He keeps the ſheep. 


"SAMUEL. 


Then ſend and fetch him home. 
We will not fit, till preſent he — 


JESSE. 


Go quickly ; haſten David from the field. 

[To 4 Servant. 
My youngeſt ſon, 0 ſcer ! is but a youth; 5 
Of ſtature low, of preſence unaſſur d: 1 
Him nature moulded into comely frame, EIS 
And painted female roſes on his cheeks, 
With modeſt luſtre lighted up his eyes, 
And thro? his boſom ſhed a glow fincere. 
An open, ſimple, tender look he bears, 
Expreſſing full the honeſt, mild, and brave; 
And wins at ſight your confidence and love. 
Tho''no ferocity low'rs in his mien, 
Heroic valor animates his heart: 
One day on Carmel, as he kept the ſheep, 
A bear and lion, prowling after prey, 
Ruſh'd on the flock ; and ſoon a-yeanling lamb | 
The lion ſeiz d, and haſted to the woods; 2 
But he, purſuing, overtook and flew W 
Both ſavages, the lion and the bear; 
And from the lion's foaming jaws, my ſon 


D Regain'd 
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Regain'd the lamb expiring. Seer | forgive 

An old man's raptures in his children's praiſe. — 
The kaſt thought I on David wou'd betal 
The lot of royalty. Mature in years, 
Magnanimous, and by experience wiſe 

In fields of war, is Eliab, my firſt-born : 
Severe in virtue all his life has been. 


SAMUEL. 


Well !—Virtue only is the ſtedfaſt ground 
Of faith and equity. That noble word 
Imports true excellence: a word too oft 
Miſunderſtood, and oftner miſapply'd. 

We many virtues number by their names; 

But that's a ſpecies-of idolatry ; | 

For like its object virtue is but one, 

Excluding poſſibility of more. | 

*Tis health of mind to know, to love, — 7 
As fits a free, immortal, eas ning ſoul: 
*Tis ſenſe of God ta ſanctify and guide 

All other paſſions, and all other thoughts. 
God, as in excellence and pow r ſupreme, 
Should reign ſupreme in reaſon's love and awe: 
Virtue's allegiance to, the King af Kings; 

The motive ſole unerring to ſecure. als 
Diſcharge of duties, od by man to man; 
Sole motive to make duty man's delight; 


Sole motive whence obedience, pleaſing God 


Sole temper that in nature can be happy. | 
Vice is the ſoul's diſtemper, love mifplac'd, 


| That hurty ielelf and others, ang ring God. 


** 


OF DAVCED. - © ng 
In moral beings, appetite or love ; 
Supplies that ſecret pow'r in bodies found, 
Which draws them to a center. Senſe is givin 
To judge and chooſe in things'the good and gue 
All our affections ate the modes of ſenſe 5'' 
Are good or bad, as ſenſe is right or wrong, 
Or ſound of fick ; which ultimately reſts 
In human will. Tis love that to one point 
Draws all the paſſions, all our ends and aims: 
Fixed on God (the center to the world 
Of free exiſtences) it draws them all 
To one true point: it makes mankind combine 
Their various talents, as the various ſpheres 
Harmonious influence, in love and peace, 
In univerſal uſefulneſs and joy. 
Falſe virtues, from thoſe motives hohe will own, 
"Like ſtarry meteors, or the mock-fun's blaze, 
Delude mankind with counterfeited light; 
But God's all-ptercing eye explotes the foul, 
Pleas'd only with a virtuous temper there. 
Vice loves to feign an angel's loo; hell boaſts 
Diſſembled du fiends are true and juſt, 
Where truth and juſtice beft enſure the ends 
Of pride and intereſt: knaves are firm in ill, 
Falſe honor and falſe intereſt, fear and pride, 
Often impoſe on us in virtue's form. 
But why enlarge on what is known ſo well? 
Thy firſt· born ſon is adt the man Li 
To fill a throne. | 


1 JESSE, 


es rn Eνοννον]⁰]¹ιẽ/¶e⸗G̃ 
"JE'S'SE. 


1 plead not for my ſon, ot mb; tw; 
With-view to prejudice whom heav'n approves 1 
Nay, were his rival ſtranger or a fo, ; 
Be far from me one wiſh to contravene 1 _ 
The holy choice, which muſt be right and beſt. | 
Lo! David comes——O! £ Seer! 1 


Ordaing| to rule n min Is En | 
120% — [1 03.75 3} Dor no : - 1 
e 9 01 

4 Ek. g wr = 
Behold che man's r en e. | 


x 


[Samuel ancints Dav id, pouring oil # from bt 
born on David's: Head. 3 

This oil, in ſign of thine election pour'd, - 

Anoints thee captain er the tribes: of Iſrael. 

The time is nigh,. when. Judah thee ſhall chooſe, | | 

Their elders ſhall anoint and crown thee king; 7 14 

And N ſhall Mee that David reigns. 

Samuel and Jeſſe withdrew 


Un & IDC! 
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This ſtrange W beyond belief and br, 
Suſpends me in amazement I a kingg 
Scarce worthy of my father Jeſſe's ſheep; 
Yet choſen the keeper of Jehovah's flock. 
The youngeſt and the meaneſt, too, preferr'd 


247 | To 
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E. DAVID. 21 


To al his brethren. —Heav'r's high-ruling will 
Demands ſubmiſſion.—Deareſt brothers, you 
My favor and protection ſtill ſhall find, 
Your love for me, and heav*n's deciding mark, 
This ſacred oil will all emotions quell | 
Of wrath or emulation, 


| ELIAB. 

We ſubmit, 
ABINAD AB. 

We envy not to ſee beſtow'd on che: 


What we cou'd never hope, nor thou thyſelf. 
It is the free gratuity of heav'n. 


5 HAMMA H. 


We glory in thy glory: we eſteem 
Thine honor ours, thy happineſs our own. 
What can we envy ? nay, we love thee more. 
Heav'n points thee out moſt worthy of our love. 
Thy good impairs not us. We will purſue 


Exploits of war, or tend our fleecy care, 
As _— and emergencies require. 


% BROTHER. 


And when our brother David ſhall be crown'd 
The king of Iſrael, with united voice 
We'll ſhout—** God fave king David!” 


[Exeunt fratres. 


SAMUEL 
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SAMUEL dif David, 


Son attend. | | 
Renata eee 2 
Know, ſovereignty deſcends from the moſt High, | 
Who tries our hearts, and ſearches out our ways. 
His kingdom rules o'er all; and princes here 
Are his vicegerents. On the righteous head 
He ſets a permanent and glorious crown. ' -// 
With his almighty arm. But ſinful kings, 
His wrath ſevere ſhalt pierce them like a ſword. 
His creatures grow his weapons for revenge. 
His red right-atming thunders, from the \kies, _ 
As from a well-drawn bow, ſhoot flaming down 
Upon the guilty. All the wiſe and good, 
All elements, confederate join in war 
Againſt God's enemies ; the ſeas ingulph, 

And earthquakes overturn; By wicked kings, 
Iniquity ſhall deſolate the world; 
And barbarous arms o erthrow the wightel thrones. 
Indulgent mercy may fofgive the mean nm 
But juſtice greatly ſhall the great torment, [SC 
By whoſe example nations diſob ey, (RA 
And millions are uhdone,—The-Lord of all/ 786 
Fears no man's face; holds empty ſtare in ſcorn : 
All hath he form'd, and cares 4ike'for all. 
To humble pride, (for pride's the general bane). 
Look thr” this univerſe with curious eye, 
Thro' height and depth, eternity and time: 
Survey the minims ſwarming on the ground; 

I boſe living atoms, with amazing ſkill, 
So finely made and fitted to their ſtates, 


SEF 


Sagacious 


1 OF DAVID. 23 
Sagacious for their needs. There might it ſeem 
Eternal wiſdom laviſh'd all her art. 

But looking up, behold the glowing orbs, 

Immenſe, in number infinite thro” ſpace : 

Compar'd with theſe a living atom thou! 

Yet ſee! His care extends alike to all! 

Ev*n worlds to Him are atoms, atoms worlds ; 

A day an age, a thouſand years a day 

Preſumptuous man! what would'lt thou —Lover 
" adore! | 

© youth! remember in thy pomp thou art 

A ſon of Him, who firſt was form'd of duſt; 

Of mortal barn, and breathing common air; 

Sent crying into life. Sad fign! fad voice 

To waken pity for thy wants and woes. 

Seek wiſdom, and her dictates ſtill obey? 

Wiſdom ſecures a kingdom near the court 

Of dread Omnipatence : tet earthly kings 

Rule here with wiſdom, and for ever reign. 

She leads them ſoberly in all their ways; 

Preſerves their power, and with heav*n's ſupreme, 

Conciliates kind acceptance, while they rule | 

With truth and mercy as becomes a throne. 

Implore to wiſdom, as the genuine fount 

Of knowledge, wealth, and glory. Wiſdom knows 

Alone the will divine: and mortal men 

Are dark unhappy beings; reafon's Tight, 

A dim and glimmering taper : fcarce we gueſs 

At common cauſes; and with labor find | 

The things before us: but the things of heav n, 

Who hath difcover'd? who explain*d? Who knows 

The will divine, except He wiſdom give, 


And 
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And ſend his Holy Spirit from above? 

Be humble, then; be ſtudious in his laws; 

Reign for the-end for which He reigns, for peace, 
For univerſal good. Thy ſceptre be ü 
Strict juſtice, and thy throne the people's love. 


[Exit Samuel. 


DAVID. 


0 hoary ſeer! thy wards are ful of wins, 
And even echo thro* my trembling heart; 
Or like as flaſhes of etherial fire, | 

With liquid touch diſſolve my inward frame. 
But tell me wherefore, venerable ſeer ! 

Didſt thou adviſe and charge me to be good. 
Humble, and pious? Can I cer forget 

My humble origin ? Am I a dog, 

To grow inſenſible to whom I owe “ 

My lite, my glory ? Does he think that I 

Can prove ungrateful, and abuſe my truſt ? 
He ſeems to doubt. Perhaps my ruddy youth, 
And his moſt warm ſolicitude for me, 

Caus'd this officious ene, of age. 


. 


JESSE to David, 


My ſon, good counſel and prudential a 
Suit ey'ry ſeaſon: man is vainly frail: 
Raſh confidence is verging to a fall. 
With pomp and pow'r, - and ſplendid nobles grad, 
With humble beauties ſpreading all their charms 


To catch the * eye, (which all adore). 


1 Ar 


* 5 | While 


OF DAVID. 


While adulation breathes from ev'ry tongue, 
The beſt, my Jon, and wileſt of mankind, 
May be ſurprized i into crimes he hates. 
Flattery is inchanting! Not a wretch, 
Whom all deſpiſe, but in his own conceit 
Himſelf will often flatter and deceive. 

His grave advice attend. The middle life 
Is virtue's eaſy path ; while both extremes 
Are difficult and dangerous. Giddy man 
Forgets that he's accountable and mortal. 
The temper varies: nothing can ſecure 
Integrity, but conſtant awe of heav'n. 


Redundant mercies, which of right demand 


More fervent gratitude, too oft inflame 
Concupiſcence and pride; and are abus'd 
To wanton „ | | 


DAVID. 


I have ſeen 
The ſame at Gilead, . 
But heav'n avert ſuch folly from my heart! 
A guiltleſs ſhepherd rather let me dwell 


In ſome lone cottage, by a pleaſant ſtream, 
At foot of Carmel, winding thto' the lawn. 


Yes!—circled round with pleaſures of a court, 
I ſtill ſhall envy the content and eaſe, . , 

Of ſimple ſhepherds on the peaceful Plain. 

Their heads vain fears, vain wiſhes, ne'er 1 
Repoſing ſweetly under ſhady palm, . . 


25 


With pipe and ſong to chear the ling ring day, 5 | 


And tales to pleaſe a ſhepherdeſs's car. b e 


0 ” 1 
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But ſince my lot is falPri'upon a throne, =» 
I murmur not at heav'n's diſpoſing will. 
Henceforth my early and my lateſt care 5 
Shall be to think, WHAR II FE ing, a 


JESSE® 


is 6 requiring both 
Conſummate goodrieſs and conſummate ſkill, 
Contending parties and ambitious men; 
Forward to dictate, ſtubborn to obey, 
Claim (all) precedence; and will all-conceive 
Impartial favor wrongs their higher worth. 
Like rival lovers, each aſpires to. ſhine 
With chief diſtinction, envious of each ſmile, 
Makes others happy. Bold aſſuming pride, 
Chaf d at neglect, impatient of delay, 
Betrays to ruin him, whom all are bound 
For public weal to ſuccour and defend, 
Sooner than bear a rival in his favor. 
Such is the fate of ſublunary things, 
In nature and in policy the fame, 
The mixt conſtituents, while they conſpire 
In aid and union for the common good, 
Survive and flouriſh ; but if any part, 
Too pow'rful, balance, that of courſe 
Forthwith induces ſickneſs and decay, 
And ſoon deſtroys the being it compos'd. 


Such is the doom of bodies, ſtates, od worlds; 


All health is harmony. As lenient balms 
Reſtore the body, wiſdom heals a ſtate ; 

Yet there's a ſtature neither can exceed, 
23 * 1 


A final alike muſt die. 

Did we attend to nature's ſober courſe, 
Pains wou'd be few, and diflolution ſlow. 
In ſtates or bodies, morals moſt concern; 
Intemperate conduct all diſorders'brings.” 
Some rare benign aſcendant muſt | otra 
If thou enjoy an undiſturbed reign; 
For, as I told thee, vain vexarious men, | 
(Pragratical, «pretending public zeal, . 
But baſely ſelfiſh, ardent to command 
The lives and Greaves of their fellow beings) 
Thruſt up the front audacious, and revile. 
Or when they mean to thrive by ſervile arts, 
| Foremoſt at levees, meanly cringing low, © 
Behold them fawning, But deſpiſe, deſpiſe 
The ſpeckled ſerpents! Of thy Kind . 
The very means they follow to attan, 
Do render them unworthy. Moqeſt worch 
Diſtinguiſh and exalt, to grace thy ſide,” 
And bear thy majeſty : thus guarded, frown 


o 


The treacherous from thy preſence. —=T retire | 


While ponder thou pont this ek ehen. 


OF D A TD. NA 


* 


Lai * 


DAVID. = 


This „ ao 


Beyond my ſearch, aſtoniſh me the more. 
Amazing provigence! to me how kind! 
My ſoul, in wonder at the ways of heaven, 
Enwrapt and wing'd with: gratitude unc praiſe, 


Now thinks and breathes ſpontancouſly Wyong 25. 
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Fountain of celefial joy ! 
Nemberles thy gifts bowing, 
Evi moment we enjoy. 
How forgetful, how ungrateful, 
Vain and ſcornful are we? 
He provoking, and bow bateful, 
Are the thoughts of man to thee ! of N.. 
Wrapt in buſineſs, or in pleaſure, v 20. 
For this world, this age, wwe live : 
Better thoughts require more leiſure 
Than our appetites will give 
Whence, ab whence ! this 1 incoyfitence? 
Man's firſt wiſh is to obtain 
Endleſs, happy, bright exiſtence : 
. Why les the means to gain? 
. Proves not this an erring creature ? 
Reaſon, call ib eternal pom v 
To enlighten, ſtrengiben nature, 
And thy proper end ſecure. 
Childiſh ever thou, unaided ; 
Ever confident, yet wrong; 
 Humourſome, and ſcarce. perſuaded + 
By thy Maker's warning tongue, 
Holy Spirit ! be thy dwelling, 
Ju my boſow's humble ſhrine ! 
Luminary, far ecelling 
All the orbs that brighth fine! 


OF DAVID. 
Tho? with curious inclination, 
Human ſcience 1 explore ; | 
 Shew me, chief, thy free ſalvation, bh 
Teach me purely to adore. | 
Teach me d er thy people reigning, 
To enforce thy boly law; © 
In our ſtreets be no complaining, 
All thy truth the heathen ſhew. 
Other knowledge all muſt vaniſh ; 
All its uſes center here ; 
Pious knowledge will repleniſh, 
And adorn our beav ny ſphere. 
Blind, how blind with all our ſcience! 
_ Profit pays not half the toil : 
Nature yields no brit'd compliance ; 
Deep ſhe hides the precious Heil. 
Truibs unuſeful or undoing, 
Sacred providence does b 40 
Kindly ſtays us from our ruin, 
Mortifies our fooliſh pride. 
To with curious inclination, 
Human ſcience I explore; 
Shew me, ſhew me, thy ſalvation ! 
Teach me purely to adore. 


— 


EN O F Acer I. 


ACT 


And wiſn d aanhilation ! then my lyre, 
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DA vA. 


H Us 8 Philiſtia's champion fell 
At Ephiſdammim, by my ſling ſubdu'd, 
And flow'r-crown'd virgins in their dances 
Sublime encomiums on the victor, Saul 
Conceiy'd offence; and with relentleſs hate, 
Inexorable malice, ſeeks my life, _ 
The very meed of my victorious arms, 
The lovely Michal, he deſign d a ſnare; 
(Perfidious man —) but ſaved by her love, 


I ſtole away as conſcious thieves by night; 


Like the vile bird, compell'd to ſhun the day, 
I roam'd in darkneſs with the mountain wolves. 
My wife he forc'd to wed the ſon of Laiſh ! 
When he, abandon'd.to the fiend deſpair, 
And all the tortures of a guilty ſoul, 

For anguiſh roaring, curs'd his very being, 


With 


F DAVID 
With heav'nly anthems, lull'd his hell- like woes. 
Ev'n while I calm'd his ſoul to bliſsful peace, 
The wretch, propenſe to ſhed my guiltleſs blood, 
Launch d his jav lin at my naked breaſt. 
So wicked men requite our truth and love. 
I then had falPn a victim to his wrath, | 
Had not the friendſhip of his gen'rous ſon 
Become my ſanctuary. Generous ſon ! 
Knit with my heart, my promiſe ſworn to thee 
Shall be as ſtable as the ſun and moon. 
We both will govern z thou by filial right, 
And I by God's appointment, on that day, 
When Saul my perſecutor breathes no more. 
Saul yet ſurvives; but ſure that ſacred oil 
The holy prophet pour'd upon my head, 
Portends his death; ay, and his ſudden death. 
Yet that is not my wiſh | 

JOAB 

Thy foe to live, and his luxurious pride 
Conſume the riches of the holy land ? 
While we thy friends fortorn, thy faithful friends, 
Companions in thy fortunes, waſte our days 
In want and hardſhips, exiles in the wild; 
Deny'd our jocund friends and pleaſing hotnes. 
Foe to thy friends ! and friendly to thy foes ! 
What fool will ſerve thee -O] that Saul were dead! 
Perhaps he's dead already : for a friend, 
Three days ago, from Gilboa there came, 
Who told, Phe Philiſtines and Hebrews then 
| 3 Were 


% 


wy 
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Were on the edge of battle. May he fall! 
WW CI agen? 


DAVID. 


O Joab! ev'nT tremble at the thought! 
Whene'er my fancy pictures Saul in death, 
I feel a mixture, ſtrong of love and awe, ROY 
Ruſh in and melt the rigor of my heart, 
Tho? cruel Saul fo ill rewards my love. 
For, like a wolf enrag'd with thirſt of blood, 
That ofer the hills purſues the bounding roe, 

He me purſues, and hunts my wretched life; f 
Tho' twice, thou know 'ſt, I fairly ſpar'd his own. 
Firſt, at Engedi, in the darkſome cave, 
Where turn'd he in, while ſecret there we lay, 

I cut the ſkirt from his embroider'd robe; 
And he, unwitting, roſe and went his way. 
I called—** Saul! my father ! ſee thy life 
Was given to-day into my guiltleſs hand. 
See here the ſkirt of thy embroider'd robe. 
« Let this atteſt my loyalty and truth.” 

His heart relenting, then he wept for joy; 
Swore endleſs friendſhip with a fond embrace, 
And vow'd an offering for my ſafe return. 
But, ah! too ſoon his ruling paſſion roſe; 
Revengeful malice baniſh'd milder thoughts. 
Again my life he ſought, again I fled. 
His life again I ſpar'd, in dead of night, 
When camp'd on top of Hachilah he ſlept. | 
Slumber ſecure, inſtill'd from heav'n, had ſeal'd 
Each centry's eyes ; and all the watch-fires round 


g Smoulder'd 


Ks 


Smoulder'd in aſhes. From his tent I bore 

A cruſe of water, and the royal ſpear; 

But, in compaſſion, ſpar'd the monarch's life. 

At morn, I call'd him from a neighb'ring hill; 

And holding out the cruſe, and royal ſpear— 

Lord, judge between us: O! my king and fa- 
ther! 

* Over thy life, how tender have I been 

s So righteous heav'n ſhew tenderneſs to mine!“ 

Then touch'd with gratitude, he wept ; he bleſs d 

His pious ſon; and, bleſſing me, departed. 

What ſtrange attachment links him to my ſoul ! 

I could abjure the kingdom for his ſake. T 

Long may he live, and happy may he reign ! 


JOAB. 


Good heav'n forbid | Is David Iſrael's king? 
No! but a vagrant ; baſely baniſh'd out 
From God's inheritance, to ſerve ſtrange gods. 
Our lives are not in ſafety, while Saul lives. 


DAVID. 

I know it is determin'd, I muſt reign : 
Regard not when. I ſhou'd rejoice to ſee b 
My father happy. Never ſhould his name, 
Offenſive to thine ears, uncloſe my lips, 
And rouze ſuch tempeſt in thy *vengeful breaſt, - 
Could I contain my own, which overflows. - 
For thou and I, wheneer we mention Saul, 


Enkindle keen reſentments in our minds, 
Diſcordant as careering floods and fires” 


enen Ar ION 


In ancient chaos, ere th'Omnific word 

Silenc'd their fury. In each ſcene I ſee, 

In ev'ry ſound, my raving fancy finds 
Something to wake my tenderneis and woes. 

Let both, my friend, refrain from this diſcourſe ; 
Like ſkilful pilots, ſhun the rocky ſhores 
And pointed capes, where fatal eddies run. 

Some uſeful buſineſs may divert our thoughts. 
At preſent, Joab, let us fend about 

To all our friends, where we reception found, 
And hoſpitable refuge, preſents, meet 

To teſtity our gratitude. The ſpoil 

Taken from Amalek, with ample ſtore, 
Supplies occaſion. I commit to thee, 

Joab, the care of ſending : thou direct, 

And ſee the buſineſs done. 


10 AB. 


Sir, 1 obey. 
| g [ Exit Joab. 


DAVID. 


Mean while, my friends, if we reward with gifts 
Our friends and allies, inſtruments of good, 
The Author more demands our higheſt praiſe. 
To ſtrains heroic, let us wake the lyre, 


And ſing our great Deliverer. [ ſongs. 


1 
"Ariſe, Jebovab ] with thy awful nod, 
Scatter thy trembling enemies abroad; 


OY DAU 


Like chaff in whirlwinds borne away, 
The wicked in thy wrath decay. 
Him, lo! the glorious cherubs bore; 
On wings of rapid winds He came; 
Fury and terror flew before; 
Earth ſhook, and heav'n's eternal frame. 
Horrid darkneſs rol'd around; 
Tumultuous back the roaring ocean fled, 
And naked left his oozy bed ; 
Blue lightnings flam'd along the ground. 
Our enemies in diſarray, 
Pale and crying, fled away. 
Jebovab is my ſtrengtb and por, 
My lamp of unextinguiſhable light, 
My ſhield, my rock, my lofty tow'r ; 
He guards my life, and guides my ways arig bt. 
| Train'd by his almighty care, 
Invincible I ruſh to war; 
Swifter than the mountain roe, 
Stronger than the ſtrongeſt bow. 
I bave purſu'd—1 have deſtroy d— 
I turned not again, 
Until my flaughter'd enemies lay void 
Of genial life, in heaps upon the plain. 
My vanguiſb'd foes no more ſhall riſe, 
Their necks beneath my ſoot-ſteps lie. 
Ommipotence, which rules the ties, 
Shall ſet his ſervants glory high, 
Then thanks, Febovah, thanks to The, 
Whoſe tender mercy ſets me free : 
Unto remoteſt lands Jil ing 
Thy praiſes, great eternal King ! 


35 
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Enter an A malekite, with hrs chaths rent, and 
dujt upon bis bead. Falls proſtrate before David. 
"2M. 43): 

Whence art thou, ſtranger? 
AMALEEK ITE. 


From the camp of Saul. 
My lord, I am eſcaped from the battle, 


DAVID. 
How went the battle ? 


AMALEKITE. 


Woful was the day ! 
For Iſrael fled, and countleſs numbers fell. 
The king is dead, and Jonathan his ſon. 


"DAVID. 


How doſt thou know, young man, that * are 
dead ? 


AMALEKITE. 


I chanc'd to be on Gilboa, when Saul, 
With toil and grief, and. bleeding wounds nigh 
| ſpent, 
Stood leaning on his ſpear, tho* clofe purſu'd 
With chariots and with horſemen. Looking round, 


He me eſpy d, and calld me Who art thou?“ i 
BK 1 


Dai 31H T mn 


I anſwer'd, “an Amaltkite,” 8 * 
I pray thee ſlay me, for my life is pain.“ 1 
At his requeſt I flew him: I was ſure 

He could not live, for he was fall'n to th* earth, 
Behold, thy ſervant brings unto my lord oi 7 
The croun he phat; the bracelet from bla arm. 1 


DAI p. 


O heavy news! and wounding to my ſoul! 
Alas, for Jonathan! my deareſt friend? © 
O Jonathan! O Jonathan's no more! 
What countryman art thou? | 


AMWALEKITE. 
of Amt, 


DAVID. 


And ddl thou Nay the king? Didſt thou not dike 
To ſtretch thine arm againſt the Lord's anointed ? 
Hence with this varlet! Let the villain die, ns 
Whoſe heart was bold to ſuch an impious deed ! 

Die! and thy blood be on thy guiley head! 
; [Guards lead forth the Amalekite, 
O theme for mourning! Wicked hands have ſlain 
The Lord's anointed! Slain his princely ſon, 
To whoſe incomparable love, I owe 
That now I live: no more ſhall meet on earth, 
With looks endearing, David's eyes and thine ! 
We meet no more, until I paſs to thee, 
The way all go, but none again return 
The gloomy paſſage to a ſtate unknown, 


With 
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With horror thought on, till celeſtial hope 
Diſcover mercy, - and the ſtruggling ſoul 
From hideous darkneſs convoy ſafe to heav'n. 
O Jonathan! that way is ſafe to thee ! 
Thou goeſt foremoſt to the bright abodes : 
I hope to meet thee with unclouded joy. 
Ye bright abodes ! where ever-peaceful dwells 
Endearing friendſhip ; where in bow'rs of bliſs 
The weary, reſt There Jonathan does reign, | 
Where traitors touch not the unfading crown, 
O happy change! Why all this tumult here ! 
On curſed earth, why all this bloody rage 
For mortal majeſty, and ſcepters born 
(To mock our pride) with ſorrow for a day 
The greateſt king, with earthly grandeur round, 
A loathſome dunghill, or a cot ſurveys, | 
Compar'd with ſcenes they contemplate above. 
O happy change, my friend! yet wiſh I till 
Mercy had ſpar'd thee longer from the ſkies, 
To chear my gloomy ſpan. | 

— Our foes rejoice, | 
And proudly triumph in the cauſe we mourn. 
Thoſe fell barbarians, with inſatiate wrath, 
Inſult the mighty dead, my princely friend, 
Now pale and breathleſs, and all over gor d 
With ſtreaming wounds, Alas, my royal friend! 
To ſooth our grieved ſouls, your harps reſume, 
And grayely tune them to a ſolemn ſong. 


OF DAVID. 39 


Sings. 
Let the ſolemn muſic om / 
Numbers mournful as our woe 
The glory of the Hebrews lies 
Upon the rocky deſart flain ! 
How are the mighty falPn! ye ſites, 
Weep oer the melancholy ftrain ! 
Tell not in Gath what ſhame is dine; 
O publiſh not in Aſtelon | 
The fate of royal Saul ; 
Leſt virgin Philiſtines rejoice, 
And heathen timbrel, dance, and voice, 
Triumphing, boaſt our fall. 
Mountains of Gilboa ! no dew, 
 Diftilling mild, deſcend on you! 
Nor ſhow'r, nor off ring, bleſs your ſoil ; 
For there our great diſhonor lay ; 
The ſhield was vilely caſt away. 
There fell the armor of the brave, 
The ſhield of Saul, as of a flave, 
Anointed he with ſacred oil ! 
From the mighty chiefs, that bled— 
From the blood of numbers flain— 
The bow of Jonathan ne er fled, 
Nor turn d the ſword of Saul in vain. 
The royal fire, the royal ſon, 
In life were IſraePs joy and pride; 
As eagles ſwift, as lions ſtrong, 
And in their death did not divide. 
Weep ! ye gentle virgins, weep ! 
Your monarch's eyes are clos'd in everlaſting ſleep 3 


| 
| 
| 
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Who dect d your beauteous forms in gold, 
And made you lovely to behold. 
How are the mighty fall n amid the war 
'T hou, prince, upon thy lofty rocks waſt ſiain. 
" To me, my brother, waſt thou-very dear 
For thee, my brether, beaues my heart in pain 
_ Thy beart to me, which none cou'd mave, 
ExcelF'd the tender virgin s love, 
How are;be mighty fall] how ſet our glory's far; 
And how TOE A Ione of the war! 


* Joab, hi} they are ſinging. 
JOAS. 


What IN: ; this mourning ? What! does David 

werp, 

Becauſe——Pll fay no more. Another work 
ä our * 


DAVID. 


Cruel man [ 3 
What! will thy ſpight purſue him in the grave? 
Thy hard, revengeful heart, is wholly turn'd 


- To ſavage purpoſes. In lively phraſe, 


Thy quicken'd feelings teach thee to complain : 
Yet thou ſo touch'd, ſo eloquent to mourn 
Woes of thy own, to others woes art ſteel, 
Inſenſible as that deſtructive blade 

Girt on thy thigh, as keen at ſhedding blood. 


* 


= * * 
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DAN 77 
10A 


* g 


My lord, your pardon! Tis no time to chide; 


Tis time to act: miſconſtrue not my zeal. 
Doſt thou forget thy ſtation? Who can tell 
What factions gather? what deſigns are form'd, 
To ſeat another on the vacant throne ? 226 
Whole ſwarms of troubles, and diſtreſſes breed, 
Like plagues of locuſts, ev'ry hour's delay, 
Didſt thou appear to juſtify thy claim, 

Cabals would ceaſe, and faction faint and die; 
For love or awe would fix all eyes on thee. 


DAVID. 


My faithful friend — only * thy n, 
So unrelenting. Thy advice is right. 
Thy prudence and fidelity are try d. = 
Take heed, thou do not arrogate too much 
To artful policy and mortal pow r, 2H 
And fo with- hold due rev'rence from heav'n. 
We act in God's dominion, in his ſight; 
On his permiſſion, all events depend; 
And alſo many on his ſpecial aid, 
Our feeble pow'rs He makes, and He ſuſtains : 
We are but free to uſe them—and in part. 
Be then His will our rule in all we do: 
Acknowledge Him in all our thoughts and ways, 
With firm affiance; then, whatever falls, 
We know, in mercy He permits or ſends, 
(Or joy or ſorrow) for our final good, 


„ 


11422 JO AB. 
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JOARB 
The wiſe in evil, doubtleſs, are but wiſe 
- To ſhame and ruin; meer ingenious fools, 
Moſt juſtly ſnared in the toils they ſpread. 
But, good my lord, do I, in ought I ſay, 
Perſuade injuſtice, or confide in art: 
] but repeat what duty bade before, 
As ſeem'd, unnotic'd of my grieving lord 
That is exert, exert your ſtrength and ſkill, 
As heav'n ordains, and ſolemnly requires. 


DAVID. 


Thou ſayeſt truly heaven does require 
By revelation, as by nature's voice. 
This moment did I hear——no mortal tongue— 
That ſaid ** Speed! ſpeed to Hebron!“ Haſte! 
! 


r 
To Hebron muſt we go this very night; 
Important buſineſs tarries for us there. 
Make ready for the march, and let us go. 
| [ Exeunt omnes, 


SCENE 


OF DAVID. 4s 


SCENE e to the Gate of He- 
bron: Elders of Judah fitting. 


Enter a Maſenger. from Ihboſheth, the ſon of Saul, 
MESSEN GE R. 


I come from Iſhboſheth, the ſon of Saul, 
Ye venerable elders, whom, this day, 
Abner, and all the hoſt, proclaimed king. 
With peace and health; the ſovereign greets youl 
tribe. | 

I come to take your pledge of fealty. 

if ELDER. (Ng) 

Elders and brethren, what do we reſolve? 

My voice perſuades ſubmiſſion to the ſon 
Of our deceaſed lord. Whom ſhould we chooſe 
In juſtice, but the heir of our late king? 
Or how oppoſe him, meant we to decline ? 
This muſt determine us. Already ſee 
Our land invaded, by the potent arms 
Of proud Philiſtia. It imports us now, 
To join unanimous, with all our force, 


To quell the common foe, and to defend 
Our laws, religion, liberty, and lives: . 


24 ELDER 


Can we be ſo ungrateful, to forget 
That ſpecial providence, which did prevent, 
| G 2 And 


* 
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And fix our fathers in this happy land ? 

Our beſt defence, and never known to fail, 
Or us forſake, till we forſake ourſelves. 


He conquers not by numbers ; for a few 
Have thouſands yanquiſh'd ; when his eye before 


Shot awful terrors, heathen myriads quak'd. 


The fins of Saul drew down on Saul his doom, 
And vengeance hunts his race. Are we ſo weak, 
To chooſe for ſafety thoſe unhallow'd means, 
Which muſt of courſe accelerate our bane ? 

My ſuffrage never ſhall concur to raiſe 


A ſon of Saul, who, like his impious ſire, 


(Unhappy man !) his ſubjects would devour. 
Saul, in each act and inftance of his like, 
Was falſe and cruel; viſibly pofleſs'd 


Of odious qualities, which moftly join 


Their force, la et vided mints 
Was raſh, inconſtant, ſuperſtitious, proud. 
No, leſs his fon, whom Abner hath proclaim'd, 
Diſplays thoſe talents of a little heart. 
Afpiring Abner will in ambuſh reign ; 

And majeſty, but ſanction and effect, 


Adminiſter to his unjuſt deſigns, 


Adviſe ye as ye liſt; you have my mind. 


34 E I. D E R. 


Freely and well advis'd!—But who propoſe 
Another, worthy of the regal ſeat, 
With wiſdom, virtue, and experience arm'd, 
To rule a giddy people? Can we pauſe 
One moment, while diſtinguiſh'd in our ſight 


The 


OF DAVID. 3 
The ſon of Jeſſe ſhines, active and wiſe, 
The friend of God, of liberty, and man 
Who ſtill our hoſts to certain vict'ry led, 
Till jealous and injurious Saul expell d 
The good man from his country ? Him recal, 
And chooſe your captain: ſoon his proſp'rous arms 
Shall make your vaunting foes your Ms ſlaves. 


4 


. I: L. 
Let David be the man. 
34 E L D E R. 
Then ſhall we ſend | 


Ambaſſadors to Ziklag, where he dwells, 
With our petition to accept the crown ? 


ALL. 


Ay. 


34 E L DE R. = Meſinger: 


Go and tell thy maſter our reſolves. 
We will not have a fon of Saul to reign. 
[ Exit Meſſenger. 
Hark! ſurely did I hear a trampet ſound ! 
[Trumpets at @ diſtance. 
Hark ! there again !—And lo! an armed hoſt! 
Send quick to meet them: afk if it is peace. 


{ Meſſenger ſent to meet the beſt. 
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uf ELDER. 


Now find your counſels proudly premature ! 
All oppoſition to ſuperior force 
Is always faction, treaſon, crime of crimes ; 
Accumulated like the rooted hills, | 
By giant labor, rudely pil'd to heav'n, 
Which, thunder'd down, the builders overwhelm'd 
Among the ruins of their own vain works. 
Tis Iſhboſheth who comes. He ſent before, 
Intending wiſely, that our willing choice 
Should recommend us to his kind eſteem. 
His coming then had been a glad ſurprize: 
But, now rejected, his incenſed rage 
Will fall on us, defenceleſs as we are, 
And extirpate us off the face of earth. 


24 ELDER. 


Well! be it ſo! Have we not right to chooſe? 
Who to compel ? In boldly daring right, 
I'd rather die, than baſely doing wrong, 
Obtain a triumph. He that ruin brings 
Upon the innocent, prepares his own, 
It were a villainy to harmlefs men, 
Which will incite againſt him earth and heav'n. 
Be firm! he comes! 


3d ELDER. 
We're happily deceiy'd ! 


Enter 


OF DA VI d. 47 


Rater Divi. wth Dare, 


DAVID. 


Peace ! venerable elders! 


ELDERS, 


Peace to thee, 
Thou ſon of Jeſſe! - 


34 ELDER, 


In good time arriv'd! 
Unanimouſly we have fix'd on thee, 
To wear the crown of Iſrael. 


DAVID. 

O fathers! 
My kinſmen ! (for I glory in my birth, 
Which gave me that relation : all I boaſt 
Is firm affection) that which you beſtow, 
I take with joy; eſteeming vaſtly more 
Your favor than a crown.—T'll not demur, 
Howe'er unworthy that high place to fill, 

Becauſe my deſignation was reveal'd ; 

When, as a pledge, the conſecrated oil 

Flow'd from the horn of Samuel down my brows, 
Exhilerating as the boons of heav'n, 

Which it prefigur'd, 


+. 
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34 ELDER. 


Since by heav'n's command, 
Thou art anointed ſovereign o'er our tribes, 
What can we, but acknowledge the decree ? 
The ceremonial we will ſtraight perform. 
Behold the Levites, as impell'd of heav'n, 
Come in proceſſion with the oil and crown. 


Enter Levites, David is placed in the prin- 
cipal ſeat. Levite @noints him, and ſets 
the crown on his bead. N 


all the while finging the fung. 


Hail! all hail! the Lord's . 
Jfrael, with one henrt and voice: 
Crown bim, crown bim, king appointed, 
By the Lord's peculiar choice. 
4 Thou Supreme ! whoſe throne imperial 6 
Stands eternal; and thy reigns, © 12 
Spiritual and material, 0 f 
Space unbounded ſcarce contains, 
Smile the glory of thy bleſſing 
On thy viceroy here below ; 
That thy boly name; confaſſng, 
Earth's remoteſt ends may know, 

oe That deluded ſouls, delighted 
With vain gods, may Thee atores © 
Faith and bope, and love united, © 
In thy Godhead evermore, 
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OF DAVID. 


That by trutb, the peace of nature, 
(Happy harmony divine ! ) 


May reign throughout in ev'ry creature, 


And all glory, Lord, be thine ! 


49 


[Trumpets ſound, 


ALL, 
God ſave king David ! 
DAVID, Ri. 
By the grace of heav'n, 


Which brings me to this ſtation, and your aid, 


My reign ſhall make your happineſs excel 
Your higheſt hopes. That is my firſt deſire. 
But that moſt glorious end of you, demands 
Union and vigor to concur with me 

In counſel, acts, and arms. I will defend 
Your liberties and properties; reſtrain 
Licentiouſneſs and vice, the dreadeſt foes 

Of liberty and government. My care 

To learning ſhall extend, and all thoſe arts, 
Which either profit or embelliſh life; 

For knowledge is the firmament, where ſhines 
Fair liberty and juſtice, all ſerene; 

And all the ſocial elegancies ſmile. 

Ye, fathers, I intreat, with conſtant care, 
On riſing youth inſtil the heav*nly dewy 

Of piety and ſcience, which improve 

(As providence ordains) the human ſoul 

To God's high glory, and the weal of men, 


H 


Thus 


30 THE CORONATION 


Thus ſhall we graſp at once all means, that guide 
To happineſs and honor. —Aid divine — 
The arts of peace and war A noble ſenſe 
Of liberty and virtue :—Theſe combin'd, 
Enſure proſperity. 

The preſent time 

Admoniſhes to bend each nerve of war 
Againſt Philiſtia; as well to bruiſe 

The head of monſter-faction in the birth. 

I will not dictate to your prudence more; 
But on your truth and wiſdom firm rely. 


David, and the choir, fing to inſtruments of muſic. 


O riſe my ſoul! and riſe my ſong ! 
Inſpiring rapture bear along ! 
On wings of heavnly rapture ſoar, 
The throne almighty to adore ! 
O place me far above the wrongs 
Of cruel hearts, and buſy tongues ; 
Above the reach of hate and guile, 
"The tyrant's frown, the traitors ſmile ! 
Then will thy ſervant, Lord, proclaim 
Thy awful laws to the remoteſt ſhore ; 
And people, ſtrangers to thy boly name, 
Thee, Thee, O God of nature ! ſhall adore! 
Praiſe, O my ſoul ! extol his praiſe! 
His faithful promiſe cannot fail. 
Tilumin'd with his glorious rays, 
And ſtrengtben d, I ſhall ftill prevail. 


3 


OF DAVID, 51 
O! for bis honor zealous be; 
He never can be falſe to thee. 
So when the rubbiſh of this world 
To vile confuſion ſhall be hurÞPd, 
And vengeance flame with wrath divine, 
Peace, joy, and glory, ſhall be thine. 
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